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SUBJECT: MININUM RECOMMENDED PMS PROGRAM 

REF: MONROVIA 8876; AMBASSADOR CARTER/LANNON WALKER/ 

HOUDEK TALKS 

1 . NOT CERTAIN THIS MESSAGE REPRESENTS WHAT AF HAD IN 
MIND, BUT IT IS OUR BEST THINKING ON "BARE-BNES" PMS 
REQUEST PROM HERE. WE HAVE NOT REPEATED JUSTIPICATIONS 
CONTINED IN REPTEL BUT WULD WELCOME ANY ADDITIONAL 
THOUGHTS AP READERS MIGHT NOW HAVE. 

2. THE MINIMUM RECOMMENDED PMS PROGRAM FOR FY 79 IS 

$1.2 MILLION. THIS AMOUNT WILL MERELY PERMIT CONTINUATION 
OP THE BASIC FORCE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM. ACQUISITION 
HAS BEEN NEGLECTED BY THE APL TO THE POINT WHERE ITS 
CAPABILITIES HAVE DETERIORATED SERIOUSLY. WHAT IS 
ABSOLUTELY REQUIRED NOW IS REPLACEMENT OF NON-OPERATIONAL 
AND NON-SUPPORTABLE OBSOLETE ITEMS (E.G. CABILRE 
MACHINE GUN 1917; AUTOMATIC RIPLE 1917; AND RADIO 
AN/PRC-10 1962). THE LEVEL OF SOPHISTICATION REMAINS 
LOW. AN ACQUISITION PROGRAM LESS THAN THE $1.2 MILLION 
LEVEL WOULD MEAN THAT APL CAPABILITIES WOULD CONTINUE 
TO DETERIORATE INSTEAD OF IN SOME AREAS BEING BROUGHT UP 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MONROV 00378 171745Z 

TO OPERATIONAL LEVEL. 

3. THE MINIMUM REQUEST REPRESENTS A 
$846,563 PROCUREMENT OP WESPONS, AMMUNITION, 

COMMUNICATIONS ASSETS, VEHICLES, AND ANCILLARY EQUIP- 
MENT TO ACCOUTER ONE LIGHT INPANTRY BATTALION AND 
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT POR THE THE LIBERIAN NATIONAL 
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GUARD BATTALION AND THE LOGISTICAL COMMAND. THE 
ADDITIONAL COST GOING UP TO $1.2 MILLION ACCOMODATES 
INELATION, SPARE PARTS AND SHIPPING COSTS. EULLY 
DETAILED LIST IS, OE COURSE, AVAILABLE. 

4. WE RELIEVE THE AEL COULD ABSORB EASILY THIS 
$1.2 MILLION EIGURE EOR EY 1979. WE PREDICT ALSO THAT 
IT WOULD REQUIRE, AND COULD ABSORB, APPROXIMATELY 
$3.0 MILLION MORE IN THE EOLLOWING TWO EISCAL YEARS IN 
ORDER TO COMPLETE THE REASONABLE (AND BASIC) EORCE 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IT HAS PLANNED. THIS REEERS SOLELY 
TO GROUND EORCES. THE GOL ALSO WISHES TO MAKE IMPOOVE- 
MENT IN ITS COAST GUARD CAPABILITIES, ENTAILING A 
LIMITED SHIP AND AVIATION PROCUREMENT PROGRAM PROBABLY 
COSTING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OE $1.25 MILLION OVER THREE 
YEARS. AN EMS LOAN REQUEST FOR THESE ITEMS IS LIKELY. 
CARTER 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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